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Welcome to the 2021 Cricket season

	Welcome to the 2021 cricket season,  which got under way with friendly fixtures against Catford Wanderers and Bromley Common  -  1st  Xl,  Streatham and Malborough  -  2nd Xl and HSBC  - T20 side; for results,  and some reports,  please see later 
	Since the last edition we have now completed the gaps in our list of skippers,  with Nick Morley agreeing to lead the 2nd Xl, with Cameron Jones as his vice-skipper,  and Syd Sherlock the Sunday Devlopment side,  so  thanks and congratulations to all three,  and please give them the support and help they need if you are privileged to be selected to play in one of their sides 
	Also pleased to report that Howard Abbett has returned to the Club and has agreed to become vice-skipper of the 3rd Xl, a side oozing with experience which, hopefully, will ensure a successful season 
	There was a virtual get together on March 27th which attracted a number of players and included inspiring words from 1st Xl captain Michael Mitchell and Club Captain Doug Forbes  as we look forward to the season, a brief synopsis of which appears in later pages 
	Although the road map out of lockdown is starting to be travelled a little more easily, there are  still a number of rules and regulations which will appertain for the best part of the season and, if needs be, later,  so please adhere to them
	Margo Lawrence has been doing some great work updating our Welfare Policies, which can now be found on the cricket club’s page of the OW website, so please read and take note of them 
	Talking of the website,  Laurence Allen has updated  this and our play-cricket page to make them both easier to navigate,  and both are very much worthy of your attention
	John Rodda  will be our  head coach,  with Matt Golding  as his assistant, together with our growing list of qualified coaches – and it is pleasing to report that a number of new players have asked to go on the relevant courses for this vital part of the game  
	Fund-raising will be more important than ever this year – there was virtually none in 2020 -  and although we survived, there is a lot of ground to make up, so please give it your full support 
	Work started on upgrading the dressing rooms on March 29th and will cost about  £90,000, most of the money coming from the Football Club’s John and Janet Brittain legacy, the remainder of our legacy money – we have already purchased a roller – and a grant from the Football Association 
	It will take about eight weeks to complete which, by my reckoning, means the work should be finished  by  the end of May, which, hopefully, will coincide with lockdown restriction  being eased to the extent that we can use them!
	Finally this newsletter will appear in the first week of each summer month,   so why not make a contribution. I’m sure there have been many occasions when you have thought to yourself – ‘why has there been no mention of’  fill in as necessary, so now is your chance to complete those gaps,  make this publication more interesting and, most importantly, have YOUR say about YOUR  Club 

 			Who to contact and how

Life President:	Ian Pilgrim 					0208 402 1668
			Email:  Ian@westcroftmortgages.co.uk 
President: 		Jasper Gundry-White 			07789 934867  (Mobile) 
			Email:  jaspergw@ntlworld.com
Chairman		Dave Welch 					07528  691488 (Mobile) 
			Email:  dgwelch1975@sky.com
Vice-Chair 		Laurence Allen 
			Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 		07946 635020 (Mobile)  
Colts Chairperson: 	 Barrie Frampton 
			Email: barrie.frampton@gmail.com 
Club Captain: 	Doug Forbes 					07768 713795 (Mobile) 
			Email: doug.forbes@outlook.com 
Secretary:		Mike Pike					020 8659 6443 (H)		
			Email: owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk
Safe-guarding Officer: Margo Lawrence 				07850 446874  (M)					Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com 
	Treasurer:		Andy Spedding 				07973 847469 (Mobile)
			Email: andy.spedding@hotmail.co.uk
 Fixtures Secretary: 	Laurence Allen 				07946 635020 (Mobile) 
			Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 
Website Administrator and
Communications Officers:  Alex Forbes, Laurence Allen  and 
				Steve Lawrence 
				Email: steverlawrence@gmail.com
Skippers:

1st  XI			Michael Mitchell 				07721 628117	   (M) 					Email: michaelgmitchell@live.co.uk		 
2nd Xl			Nick Morley  
3rd Xl: 		Kevin Carruthers 	
			Kevin.carruthers9@btinternet.com		07980 620399	   (M) 
4th XI			Neil Treacher 
			Email: tapir7@tiscali.co.uk			07956513331
 5th XI			Alex Forbes					07855 273218 (M) 
			alexforbes46@hotmail.co.uk 
Sunday Development: Syd Sherlock 				07957910148 (M) 
			Sydsherlock01@gmail.co.com 

T20			Michael Mitchell  -  as above 
Websites
Kent Cricket League Website: www.kcl.uk.net
Kent Feeder League website  http://krcl.play-cricket.com 
Sunday Development League website http://kentsdl.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians: www.oldwilsonians.play-cricket.com
North Kent Junior League: http://nkentjunior.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians’ Association website www.OldWilsonians.com




IT WAS A GOOD DAY  -  All five sides lost the toss but then won their respective games 

Dave Welch looks back to a significant day for the OWCC 

	The 2012 season was notable for Old Wilsonians as the season in which the 2nd XI took the Third Division by storm. They won 12 out of 18 games, losing just one on their way to winning the division by 69 points. The 1s were also in Division 3 and finished mid-table, as did the 4s and 5s in their respective divisions and the 3s just missed out on promotion – finishing third. 
	There were several highlights during the season but this article is about the 26th May, a day when all five teams won their respective matches, some of the youngsters coming through from the colts section making significant contributions and starting to show the benefits of what Denise, Ian and Alex had set up,  coupled with the efforts of some great club players of the time.
	The 5th XI were led by Adrian Beckett against the Dulwich 6s over the fence at Ex-Blues. We lost the toss and took to the field. Andy Hazzard promptly sent both openers back for next to nothing but their Nos 3 and 4 put on plenty before a very young Adrian’s-son (Sean)  prized out the  No 4 batsman for 27. The number 3 went on to get 63 before he became the first of Harry Cornish’s four wickets and no-one else made double figures (ahem……extras 11b, 12lb, 21w). Harry finished with 4 for 8 from his 6.2 overs, Kamran Faqir picked up a couple, George Keep a run out and the ‘keeper – the other Beckett (Steve)  - nabbed a couple behind the sticks and  Dulwich finished on 168 with a few overs left.
	Joe Forbes came out to open with George Keep and left without troubling the scorer. George and the next two,  Seth Clifford  and Adrian Beckett,   all got into the 30s before departing. Andy Hazzard got to 42 but could not quite see it home to leave Adrian’s-son (Sean)  and Harry to nudge us up to the target with 10 overs to spare.
	Alex Forbes was in charge of the 4s and he failed as well with the toss against Old Brockleians 2s and instantly put his feet up to watch his batting line-up. Vice-skipper Andy Steel stood solidly at the top of the order with 49 whilst watching Laurence Allen, Stu Forbes, Bhavin Patel, ‘Chunk’ (Ian Wellman)  and Tim Phillips all depart without getting past 8 and  it was left to another young cherub to help. Up steps Chris Scott,  who smashed a quick-fire 62, assisted by the skipper with 19,  to get the score up to a  respectable level – helped of course by 60 (yes 60! Extras). 216 all out 
	The opposition put up a good fight,  seeing off Glen Wheeler and ‘Chunk, ’  and change bowlers Alex (Forbes)  and Chris Scott could only pick up one each. A few 30s and some extras of our own and it needed another bowling change, so ‘ the  old boy’ comes to the rescue as Rod Warboys,  in tandem with Bhavin Patel, take three each to stop Old Brocks 16 short – mention should go to  wicket-keeper Tim Phillips as the margin of error was the exact number of byes more than us that they conceded, plus the extra 11 wides……. 
	The 3s were up against Blackheath 8s (I don’t know how they number their teams either….) but it was a treat for the team led by the indefatigable Laki Kasturiratne to have a game on the Charlton Park Oval. He too, could not win the toss, and  Blackheath decided to bat.
	We will never know if that was a mistake but it wasn’t close,  and the 3s were back in their cars after just 38 overs. We opened up with ‘Sully’ (Tom Sullivan) and David Smith,  who ripped 3 out quickly. To try and make a game of it Laki replaced the bowlers with Josh Holland,  who ousted the middle order,  and Tyrell Duberry,  who got rid of the obdurate opening bat.  Smith then  returned and picked up another couple as he and Josh got rid of the last couple for golden ducks, leaving the bowlers with the following impressive figures: Tom Sullivan	2-23, David Smith 3-7, Josh Holland	4-18 and 
Tyrell Duberry	1-6
	In the face of a Charlton Park Oval wicket Laki looked to  for experience and sent out Mickey Pilgrim and Chetan Kamat, and whilst Mickey tried to play sensibly he departed for 6 and was replaced by Andrew Steel (number 3 bat don’t you know). Chetan wanted the game over,  so he hit 31, ‘Drew got to double figures but then they ran out of runs to chase – 61 for 1  with just 11 and a bit overs gone! Nice of  ‘Treach’ (Neil Treacher)  and Aaron Steel to turn up – at least Vimal got a catch! Now where is the bar?
	As already mentioned the 2nd Xl had a great season, with Fahim Jan  finishing top of the league bowling charts  and Dave Ellicott-White finishing third,  and in the batting Siva Ranjan  came out on top,  including three tons and Raj Subramanian finished third with five 50s. On this day they were facing Chestfield. Suresh Sharma was the fourth of our skippers to lose the toss and we only scored what looked like an under par 183,  mainly due to Jordan Loft taking 7-32 for Chelsfield, with  OW contributions from Billy Woollard 47, Raj 22, Tom Davis 33, and Callum Steel 22.
	In response, and it  was a frequent site during this season, Fahim sent the openers back, Dave Ellicott-White came in and picked away at the middle order and Fahim returned to clean up the tail. Throw in a run-out by Raj, 5-36 from Fahim and 4-50 from Dave and Chestfield came up 42 runs short.
	The 1st Xl  were playing at home in the reverse fixture against Chestfield and they, too,  were facing the wrong end of the coin. The bowling started with Suminda Balage Don and Simon Wilson (and there is a rumour of a come-back for ‘The Polar Bear’  this year).
	 No luck to start with so a switch to the ageing sporting icon that is Doug Forbes and their numbers  1 and 3 fall victim, and Faisal Zaman  nips out a third. Progress is then made  to 123-3 before Suminda returns and takes the remaining opener and he rattles through them to see them 140-7. Kenny Maxwell swoops to run out the number 9 whilst they put on 25 for the ninth wicket.  Faisal nabs 2 in 2 to clean them up for 175 with 5 overs remaining, Sumi 4-64, Faisal 3-41 and Doug 2-32 (off 15)
	2012 was a year when Gary Williams was with us and he saw off the new ball scoring 20. His opening partner,  a very young (and current 1st XI skipper) ‘Badger’ (Michael Mitchell)  scored 48,  giving OWs a solid platform. Waqar Azmat came in at 3 ( 56 n.o)) and watched Jay Yewale and Kenny Maxwell depart for low scores before Norman Puckerin (19 n.o) came in and the pair of them saw OWs home with several overs left.
	This was the 26th May 2012.  when we lost the toss in all 5 games and we won all 5 – a great day for the club to go with those before, since and those we really look forward to.   Dave Welch 
Some more cricket question to test/confirm your vast knowledge 
	Nobody managed to get a single question right in last month’s cricket quiz, the reason for which can be simply explained – nobody bothered to enter the Quiz; perhaps the prizes were not attractive enough 
	Undeterred our compilers have put together a further eleven  teasers as follows: 
1. The scores are level after Team A has been dismissed for 201. Team B have scored 201 for 9 when the striker hits the ball high in the air and the batsmen complete one run before the ball is caught at long-off. What is the result? Choose one of the following: Team B win (5), Match Drawn (10) Match Tied (15). 

2. For how many methods of dismissal does the bowler get the credit? 

3. The scores are level with the team batting having reached 132 for 7: the bowler bowls a ball which is called and signalled No Ball and the striker hits it for six. What is the batting side’s final score? 

4. The striker hits the ball to deep mid-wicket; as the batsmen start their second run a wild throw goes on to cross the boundary by which time the batsmen have completed two runs and started on their third. How many runs should be added to the total?

 5. How many feet apart are the two popping creases? 

6. The bowler is carrying his cap in his pocket; as he delivers the ball his cap falls onto the stumps removing a bail. What would you expect the umpire to signal? Choose one of the following: No signal (5), Dead ball (10), No ball (15)

 7. In a 40-over per side match a fielder is sent off for a Level 3 offence after 17.2 overs: at the start of which over would that fielder be allowed to return? 

8. The umpire inadvertently allows a seventh ball in the over: the next ball is called and signalled Wide Ball. How many runs should be added to the total?

 9. ... and how many balls remain to be bowled in the over? 

10. The striker plays no shot at a ball which deflects off his pad and runs onto the helmet lying on the ground. How many runs should be added to the total? 

11. The striker tries to hit a high full-toss, called and signalled No Ball, but he misses: it hits him on the upper arm and the batsmen run 2. Both umpires signal Short Run. How many runs should be added to the total? Extras: For how many minutes may the pitch be rolled during the tea interval 

Pre-season  Zoom meeting 

	A pre-season Zoom meeting was held on March 27th with nearly 20 people in attendance and it was full of positive vibes 
	Michael Mitchell hosted the event and started the meeting by paying tribute to Graham Watts 
“The season will be about him,” Mitch insisted 
	Chairman Dave Welch reminded everyone of the constituent parts of our committee, stressing in particular the importance of Margo Lawrence as our Welfare Officer 
	Club captain Doug Forbes said one of his jobs is to oversee selection and if anyone has any issues then they should  speak to him 
	Our main goals for the future  are  as follows:
To see the youngsters coming through the ranks 
Looking for the 1st and 2nd Xl  to be in Division One within the next three years 
	He spoke about Men of the Hill, an initiative masterminded  by Glen Wheeler, that  discusses mental health needs and meets regularly and for which Doug is undertaking 5k runs to raise funds 
	‘Mitch’ thanked  Alex Forbes for  all the  work he had undertaken as Club captain and expressed his confidence that Doug would be an able replacement  
	We are expecting to have a complete season. There will be no problem with regard to travelling and promotion and relegation will return. However, a number of restrictions will be in place until June 21st 
	Senior training sessions  will take place on Tuesday nights, which Matt Golding will be running 
	There will be transparency in the selection process  and a selection policy has been written. 
Fund-raising  will be massive this year – we lost a lot of money last season – so please get involved with this; it is as important as what happens on the pitch 
	We need to spread the load in responsibilities so that all of the work does not fall on the shoulders of just a few people 
	At the T20 final we will be playing for Graham , so please buy one of the commemorative shirts 
	This is the biggest game in the Club’s history,  so as many people as possible should attend 
	The Club has built from its roots and achieved success through hard work and not in the way that the likes of Bickley Park and Minster have achieved theirs,  but more hard work is required 
“We are one of the best clubs in the country, are competitive and win in the right way, ”  ‘Mitch’  insisted and concluded the meeting by thanking  Laurence Allen for his hard work on  updating the website 

DEFEAT BUT  A USEFUL WORK-OUT    1st  Xl    177   Catford Wanderers   178  for  9 

	The 1st Xl started their preparations for the 2021 season with a visit to Catford Wanderers and as ever with these pre league season games,  took the opportunity to experiment and included three players in Andrew Pomering, Ollie Willis and James Sellar who can be described as ‘Ones for the future’, an epithet that was used to describe virtually  all of the rest of the side a mere ten years ago and 
all of whom have  achieved that promise,  and there is no reason to believe that the current star-lets will not follow in their illustrious foot-steps 
	We have had some interesting encounters with Catford Wanderers in the past, including a game when they took 15 minutes to bowl an over as they waited for a thunderstorm to save them from defeat only for Simon Melaniphy to hit a huge six to ruin their ploy,  to a game that contained an above average  number of lbw decisions when they were bowling, but they are now a Club reborn, and this was an excellent game of cricket played in the most friendly of friendly spirits and a perfect illustration of that genre 
	We batted first and after ten overs were in a lot of trouble as the scoreboard read 45 for 4. Enter the skipper who joined Josh Lawrence – two left-handers together – to refloat the boat,  which is exactly what they did and took the score to 140 before ‘Mitch’ graciously retired  on 65 in order to give the aforesaid youngsters, and the rest of the side, the opportunity to get some batting practice 
	Sadly it did not quite work out like that – Andrew, Ollie and James scored three between them of which James got…….. three,  and not out at that, and thanks to our hosts for allowing all of the squad of 12 to bat,  and we lost 6 wickets for 37 runs 
	Josh was eighth out for a resolute 26 in ten minutes under two hours, but for which we  may not have reached 100, an innings that proved that he is a man for all occasions in that he can accelerate the score when needs be – something he has done a number of times – or dig in,  as he proved this time 
	Upon his dismissal Elliot Bettridge took centre stage and hit a quick-fire 22 not out, including four 4s, which took as to 177, which gave the bowlers something to defend. Just as well, really as Elliott was opening the bowling and he promptly took two of their first three wickets and with Josh Lawrence, two and then Dave Ellicott-White, one, reduced the Wanderers to 48 for 5 
	However, they, too, were experimenting – to the extent that their  skipper and usual opening bat came in at No.11 – and they recovered to win the game by one wicket 
	As previously intimated, this was a  12-a-side game all but one of whom batted and 15 bowled, including Ollie and James – Andrew was played as a batsman – and although neither took a wicket they can both be pleased with their performance 
	Elliot finished with 2 for 33 and Josh 2 for 2, whilst the skipper also weighed in with two wickets and DEW and Siva one each 
	Thanks to Laurence Allen for umpiring – in front of an assessor – and to Jane Abbett for scoring -  for Catford Wanderers,  and thanks to our hosts for enabling us to have such an enjoyable and rewarding start to the season -  we wish them the best of luck for the months ahead 
Sherlock (Syd) Rodda.J Jones Pryor Lawrence.J Mitchell Pomering.A Willis Ranjan Bettridge Ellicott-White Sellar 
Man of the match: Michael Mitchell  - nothing has changed since last year – for a commanding innings and two wickets, but Josh Lawrence pushed him close 


GLORIOUS  GOLDING        Bromley Common 289  for  7,     1st   Xl  280 

	We always play Bromley Common in a pre-league fixtures. They are our type of Club; friendly, welcoming, accommodating – they agreed to stage our semi-final T20 game against Bexley  last year when our ground was not available –  and did I mention that we won that game and now play Tunbridge Wells in the final on May 30th? 
	Their skipper, Leigh Walker, and ours, ‘Mitch’,  took the initiative last year to organise a mini local league to combat the pandemic – did I mention that we won that, too, by beating Beckenham, the Premier division champions on the last day of the season? 
	Bromley Common batted first and showed their intentions from the first over, which garnered 16 runs,  and they raced to 68 before the returning Matt Golding – more of whom later – dismissed the dangerous Walker for 53, thanks to a neat catch by Jon Rodda 
	A second soon followed and not long after our hosts had slumped to 90 for 5. However, a sixth wicket partnership of 90,  and one of 108 for the seventh,  saw them finish on 289 for 7, an imposing total. Matt Golding, Elliott Bettridge and Dave Ellicott-White all claimed two wickets each and it was now time for the batsmen to contemplate the not inconsiderable task of scoring at 6.44 an over to achieve victory 
	Jon Rodda made his intentions known right from the start – his quick-fire 24 included four boundaries – but his dismissal saw us slump from 40 for 1 to 86 for 4 and some rebuilding was needed; the run rate would have to look after itself 
	Jacob Gold joined Matt Golding – more of whom  later – and together they achieved the rebuilding exercise as they took the score to 165 before Jacob departed for 24, by which time the run rate had increased but only marginally – namely  to 7.35 
[image: ]

	After that the game was all about Matt Golding – more of whom, now and a wagon wheel, courtesy of Andy Lynch,  of his  innings appears above. He was on 87 when Jacob was dismissed but then raced to 161 before being seventh out to a catch in the deep  by the nephew of Nigel Farage; that will teach him not to vote the wrong way as far as at least one member of the  opposition was concerned! 
	He hit eighteen 4s and eight 6s in a masterful innings that lasted 108 balls and 160 minutes and is now ranked seventh in the all-time Old Wilsonians individual innings. Interestingly one of the six above him is Matt Abbett, watching admiringly from the boundary but unavailable for this game due to injury, but the prospect of the two Matts  batting together is one to excite all spectators and bring a sense of fear to  opposing bowlers 
	We now needed 31 runs from 16  balls and try as we did  - Elliott and DEW both hit stunning sixes – we were bowled out for 280 in a wonderful  game which was a tribute to both sides and, hopefully, will see both Bromley Common and Old Wilsonians enjoy successful seasons 
(Syd) Sherlock Rodda.J Lawrence.J Pryor Gold Mitchell Bettridge Ellicott-White Sellar Jukes.J 
MOM: Matt Golding – an innings of the highest quality; also took two wickets

CRUCIAL THREE FOURS IN FINAL OVER  Streatham & Marlborough 188 for 7  2nd  Xl 192 for  7 

	The April sunshine continued as did the sun burn for some,  as Old Wilsonians 2nd XI ventured over to the bottom of Sydenham Hill for this friendly encounter with Streatham & Marlborough 2nd XI. 
	Having won the toss, Streatham got off to the worst possible start as their opener Subbhian (1) ran himself out,  and credit here to Robbie Adams for a smart piece of fielding,  swooping in from square leg. McNeil - Adams (41) and Hobbis (39) then steadied the innings with a watchful 66 partnership to give them wickets in hand for the second half of the innings. 
	Some firm hitting from Pendergast (37) gave them some impetus to get up to 188,  but with Wilson’s saving at least 25 in the field,  and 3 wickets in the final over from Siva Ranjan (3-23), the away team were satisfied with their first venture into the field this season. 
	The trend of openers running themselves out continued in the second innings with a sharp effort from Fuller to run out Jones for 0. Daniel Nichols (42) and Josh Holland (34) then put together a decent stand of 63 that kept Wilson’s ahead of the rate. 
	However, they were pegged back by decent spells from Clark (2-36) and Sangaran (3-33). Wickets fell quickly, as did the run rate,  but Sean Beckett (46 off 32 balls) made sure of an excellent victory as he got enough of the strike to be facing the final over with 10 needed for a win. He didn't waste time,  hitting three fours through to the leg-side boundary,  to complete a fine cameo and in the end, a fine run chase							Laurence Allen 


					April Results

1st Xl 			177			Catford Wanderers	178 for 9	Lost by 1wicket 

Bromley Common 	289 for 7		1st Xl 			280		Lost by 9 runs 

Streatham & Marlborough  188 for 7		2nd   Xl 		192 for 7	Won by  3 wickets

HSBC  T20 		179 for 7		OW T20		121 for 8	Lost by 58 runs 
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